THE SUBJECT

we feel ourselves at liberty to change our minds at a
moment's notice, but the directions in which we shall
actually change them are determined by a whole nexus
of conditions in which all ideas have their being.
Neither I myself nor Marxism either claim any finality
in the analysis of social attitudes. It is suggested only
that a certain process of "boiling oneself" and the ideas
with which we come in contact will enable us to move a
few valuable inches in the direction of Soviet under-
standing.

The literature described as Marxian has expanded to
such an extent that it is becoming both true and false to
say that "we are all Marxists now." Many who have
never heard of Marx and Engels think by reference to
the categories of Marx's sociology; many who think
they are Marxists are no such thing, and many who
deny the claims of Marxism are themselves quite unable
to think at all without borrowing something from the
sacred books they scorn so much. The discerning
reader will be able to discover to what extent this book